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NUCKOLLS NEWS 
 

Official Newsletter of the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society 
Editor: Sandi Koscak, 314 Hope Rd, Helena, MT 59602; 406-458-5111;  sandi.j.koscak@gmail.com 

The Nuckolls News is published quarterly by the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society for the benefit of our members, and 
for all who have an interest in the surnames NUCKOLLS/NUCKOLS/NUCHOLS/NUCKLES/KNUCKLES/NUCKOLES/, 
etc. The Society was formed in 1995 by Sandi Koscak, Adrian Hopkins and Edward Reynolds in an effort to reprint the book 
“First Virginia Nuckolls and Kindred” by Bertha Nuckolls including an index which was not in the publication. When the cost 
of reprinting was beyond a budget on a personal level, they decided to form a Society to raise the funds for reprinting the 
book.  We wanted to also include our direct lines to include in the new publication, and the project soon became so popular, 
that many people contacted me with their lines to also be included. The book which was originally 175 pages then became a 
major publication with over 1200 pages.  We have published the newsletter 4 times yearly since the Society was founded.  
 
Most of the NUCKOLLS families in North America come from either of two origins. One comes from a story from the grand-
daughter of Nathaniel Nuckolls. “For over three hundred years, there have been Nuckols fami-
lies in Scotland, so James could have very well been from there. Whatever his roots, James was 
a yeoman, a man who worked for years to earn the right to a piece of land. A small piece, by the 
standards of the James River planters, but land of his own, that may still be in the possession of 
his descendants, some three hundred years later. A letter coped Aug 31, 1957 by Bertha Nuck-
olls, written by Ann Elizabeth Nuckolls, daughter of Nathaniel Nuckolls, granddaughter of 
Thomas Nuckolls " ....his ancestors came from Dunfermline, Scotland, and settled in Virginia.""    
 
Another source appears here: History of Ohio, American Historical Society, Chicago, 1925. 
Section V pg 302 "While analysis of the surname Nuckols seems to indicate a remote German 
origin, the American branch of the family traces its lineage to a sturdy Scotchman, who was a 
substantial shipbuilder in Scotland, where he maintained his home in the City of Glasgow. According to well established fami-
ly tradition there were nine Nuckols brothers who came from Scotland to America, and their posterity is now scattered about 
in different states of the union. Investigation made by representatives of later generations of the family all seem to indicate a 
common ancestor, the Glasgow shipbuilder. " The Ross Co, Ohio biography of James Austin Nuckols proudly attests to the 
Scottish shipbuilder from Glasgow. 
 
From the chronological history of Scotland we find that 1684 The first trans-Atlantic voyage made by a Clyde ship  (The 
“George”) when a vessel sailed from Greenock employed on a special mission to America with 22 persons transported to Car-
olina for attending conventiclers and 'being disaffected to Government'. In 1719 First Greenock based vessel (built at Craw-
furdsdyke in 1719) crosses Atlantic. It was part of the Darien expedition, having been fitted out at Cartsdyke in 1697. (This 
expedition was to Panama) 
 
Because our first records of Nuckolls are 1657 York County, 1689 in New Kent Co and 1702 in Hanover, the “Scottish Ship-
builder” would have had to come to America prior to 1657, prior to the time Scotland was able to produce sea-going vessels. 
See history of Greenock http://www.greenock-town.co.uk/history.html and history of Glasgow  
http://www.scotland.org/about/innovation-and-creativity/features/education/maritime.html 
Which brings us to the second story handed down by family members that they were all from England…………… 
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Welcome to the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society 

Researching Nuckolls, Nuckols, Nuckles, Nuckels, Nuchols, Knuckles, Nuckoles 



From a self- published book by Frances C Griffin, 1313 Butts Station Road, Chesapeake, VA 23320 entitled "Nuckles of 
Virginia" "It says by tradition in the Nuckles family that three brothers came from York England. They were merchants. 
Their names were John, James and William. They came to Jamestown Virginia. They, with the colonists came over and es-
tablished the first permanent English colony in America....." Further support of this story is found in THE NEW RIVER 
FRONTIER SETTLEMENT ON THE VIRGINIA-NORTH CAROLINA BORDER 1760-1820 by Paula Hathaway 
Anderson-Green* Published in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, V86: pgs. 413-431 ,1978. 
 
In Pioneer Settlers, (by Benjamin Floyd Nuckolls), Nuckolls states that according to family tradition three Nuckolls brothers 
from York, England, came to Jamestown, VA; their descendants spread out in Virginia. From the brother John came a line 
into Louisa Co., with a John who m. Mary Garland circa 1776. Then circa 1790 John and Mary's family moved from Louisa 
to New River on Meadow Creek, following a cousin Charles Nuckolls, who came in 1780. Eventually John and Mary re-
turned to Louisa, but several sons remained in the Grayson area, as did descendants (some moved on to TN and KY)  
 
Perhaps there is more romance than truth. 
"John Nuckolls married Agatha Bullock in Virginia, perhaps in Dinwiddie County. The Nuckolls family came over from 
England and settled in Virginia. Their history runs back to 1452, when the "War of the Roses" began. The house of York led 
one faction and the house of Lancaster the other. They were adherents to the house of York, the emblem of which was the 
white rose. One family that sided with York in that struggle was named Nuckolls. When the original Nuckolls emigrated to 
America he brought a bush of that rose with him. Each member of the family kept a bush of this famous rose. When John 
Nuckolls and his wife Agatha, came to South Carolina, they brought the rose with them and planted it at Whig Hill, near 
Grindall Shoals. From that plant, their descendants got cuttings or roots, and several members of the family had the white 
rose until 1860, when sentiment was knocked out of the hearts of many of our people. If the Rose of York is now living, it is 
at the residence of John D Jeffries, who owns the W T Nuckolls homestead. "Aunt Nancy " Dawkins had the rose until the 
time of her death, about 1861 or 1862, and T D Littlejohn now owns the famous homestead." 

NUCKOLLS    Of England 
Legend of the Nuckols  Rose 
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NUCKOLLS    COAT OF ARMS 
   
   
   
The arms has very interesting meaning. The colors denote truth, justice, peace and virtuous 
qualities, wisdom and steadfastness. The gold chief of the shield denotes illustrious deeds, ele-
vation of mind, domination, and authority. The three Cornish choughs* are the emblem of long 
life. It is the king of crows, a carnivorous bird. The silver pales symbolize military  strength and 
fortitude given to those who defend cities, or who had supported his government of their sover-
eigns by standing up rightly for prince or country. Engrailed signifies on land or earth. In crest, 
the ear of golden west, we find symbolized that the bearer deserves well for his hospitality and 
it is also an allusion to plenty. *Cornish Chough:  is called "the king of crows."   "...may beto-
ken the bearer thereof to be a man of stratagems to the disadvantage of his enemies."  Might 
(also) betoken "watchful activity for friends." 
 
 
Source.... "Pioneer Settlers of Grayson Co, VA"  pg 93 and "History of Grindal Shoals" by J B Bailey 
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DNA NEWS 
The Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society began a DNA project 3 years ago in order to try and connect 
some families who were not documented to be descended from the immigrant ancestor, James Nuckolls 
who signed the Blissland Complaint in April 1677.  
 
 
 

The DNA project began with descendants from the lines of Silvester Nuchols (VA-NC-TN) and John Nuckles of North Caro-
lina.  DNA results confirmed they had the same ancestor as recent as  6-8 generations, which made these two most likely 
brothers having the same father.  As of this date, we have not proven their connection, but have a likely candidate in Charles 
Nuckols who lives in same county of Warren NC on the tax list from 1771—1786. The William Nuckols in Warren Co, NC in 
1715 is the possible father of Charles.  William’s date of birth would match with the son William of the immigrant who was 
born c1768. Although no confirmed documentation, all of these dates and locations seem to have a nice fit. 
 
With other test results, we were able to determine what seems to be a merging line of African American descent. DNA results 
with Haplogroups of E1b1a are of African descent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would also like to obtain DNA from a male descendant of William and his first unknown wife through their son Thomas 
who would be the Josiah Nuckols family who settled in Pittsylvania Co, Callands, VA. The more pieces we can add to this 
puzzle the more likely we will be able to find how the DNA merged into our Nuckols line.. 
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Nuckolls Society New Web Pages    Now User Friendly!!! 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141/ 

 

BOOKS  
First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred by Bertha Nuckolls  
Book is out of print, and is not copyrighted, so the Society offers copies of the pages. Bertha Nuckolls died before finishing this 
book and so it was completed and edited by Sally Stetson Tongren. I assume Sally and husband Hale Nuckolls Tongren are 
both still living (as of 2008) , as I do not find them in the SDDI. This book was printed by Thomas Todd Company in Boston 
Mass. originally and the dedication reads: Dedication to Benjamin Floyd Nuckolls, Ruth Nuckolls Johnson and Bertha Nuck-
olls, The historians of the Nuckolls family who believed that "The long toil of the brave is not lost in darkness." 146 pages. 
$15.00 
 
First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred Book II     
Over 900 pages and has a hard bound cover . The are also many old family photos. The Book may be ordered from Higginson 
Books. 148 Washington St, Salem, MA01970. 978-745-7170. It is now available to be ordered on line at 
www.higginsonbooks.com. 
 
First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred Book II Addendum  
The Nuckolls Society has added thousands of additional names and many family lines that did not appear in the first published 
book in 2000. The new book will have the newly discovered connections and many family lines that were not included in the 
first book. It is about the same size and will  include much more research material.  We are now collecting payment for the 
addendum which will cost 79.95 plus 5.00 for media mail shipping.  
 
Kentucky Knuckles  
New book provides all of the research and documentation that proved Obediah Nuckles and Overton Knuckles were one and 
the same person. Includes all of his descendants known today. This book was a limited print and sold out immediately. A recent 
discount in printing fees made it possible to print 14 additional copies of this book. So if you missed out on the first one, or 
wish family members to have a copy, now is you chance!  $43.00 Includes shipping and handling. 
NOW also can be ordered in spiral bound soft cover for $29 ($26 for members), which includes shipping. Over 300 pages 

 
DOCUMENT DVD     
 

   Includes hundreds of family photos, tombstones, 1000's of scanned documents,  birth, marriage, death certificates, deeds, 
wills, military documents, and all past newsletters, as well as source documents and letters.  Each year we add at least a hun-
dred if not more new documents as they continue to be released . For the contents of this year’s 2010 Version 10.0, the list of 
documents can be viewed at http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141/Contents2009.txt 
Members $10   Non      Members $15.00                      Included with a new membership for only $5            
 
ALL Nuckolls Society Books on CD 
First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred by Bertha Nuckolls 
       First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred Book II 
       First Virginia Nuckolls & Kindred Book II Addendum 
       Kentucky Knuckles-  Ancestors & Descendants of Obediah Overton Nuckols 
       Pioneer Settlers of Grayson County Virginia by B F Nuckolls 
       All Society Newsletters 1998-2010 
       Complete GEDCOM 28643  individuals, 262,000 text note records  
       All descendants of James Nuckolls, the immigrant, in  searchable PDF format. 

       Books and Materials 
          Offered by NWK 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
         
    SPRING EDITION 
 
 
 
    BREAKING NEWS– GROUND HOG ERRS IN PREDICTION 
 
 
 
 
I Ihope all are trying to stay warm in this winter of global warming. Here in Montana we are seeing 20-29 degrees below zero. Our 
sixth winter here and the coldest we have seen.  Snow however is the same, hardly any.  Most of Montana gets snow, but here in 
Helena, we are in a protective inversion “alley” next to the Rockies and the snow seems to hit the region and go either west or 
east…  Even in the city of Helena  they get twice as much snow as we get 9 miles from the city…Don’t be surprised to hear of a 
return to New Mexico in our near future... 
 
II have added some new items to the web pages. December I updated the  Ohio marriages.  Also in this newsletter. 
 
This newsletter should also be used to inform family members of special events in their lives. I am asking for births and weddings 
to be forwarded. Sometimes this is the only way we can keep up to date on our families.   
 
 
This year seems to be bringing many  economic and political worldwide events and for those of you who are familiar with our min-
istry, all of these things are creating  the “perfect storm”.  We feel this will be a pivotal year for the world,  the catastrophic  effects 
to be experienced on a personal level for millions. 

NUCKOLLS SOCIETY CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Nuckols—President                                        dnuckols@higherspeed.net 
Bruce Nuckols —Vice President                               bjbruce11@cox.net 
Judy Lowe    - Board of Directors                             julo@scrtc.com 
Sandi Koscak—Secty-Treas –Web Host-Editor       sandi.j.koscak@gmail.com  

NEW or RETURNING MEMBERS SINCE LAST ISSUE 
 
Billy Joe Nuckles          bjnuck@yahoo.com 
(don't know his line, has not responded to 3 emails.) Lives Kingsport, TN Sent letter. 

ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS to Nuckolls Family Contact Email Listings 
 
Sandi Koscak              sandi.j.koscak@gmail.com 
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JOIN OR RENEW YOUR NWK MEMBERSHIP 
Any of our readers  who are not now members of the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society are invited to join us. Benefits of 
membership include four (4) issues of the NUCKOLLS NEWS each year. You will have the benefit of free research on your 
family lines, even if they are not related to the Nuckolls. You will be eligible for discounts on all of the books, CD’s and materi-
als published by the Society. By submitting at least three (new)  documents in a year, you qualify for a discount on your member-
ship.  New first-time members may receive our document CD for $5. Our memberships run from January through December of 
each year. If renewing or joining in mid-year, please submit pro-rated amounts on the membership form found at:  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141/memberapp.html 
 
Please send your $15 annual dues to NWK c/o Sandi Koscak, 314 Hope Rd, Helena, MT 59602. Checks can be made payable to 
NWK or Nuckolls Society. Current members on the postal mailing list have an expiration date on their address labels.  Mew 
members are requested to submit their direct lineage so contact can be made when I uncover someone from under a rock. 
 
Most all of our newsletters are delivered by an email delivery system that allows attachments. Mark Knuckles was kind enough 
to provide this free service for the Society.  In order to receive your quarterly newsletters without disruption, you need to set your 
spam filters to receive mail from : NuckollsSociety@EmailList.cc. Each time you renew, you will receive a farewell message 
immediately followed by a welcome message. This is the system updating the expiration date of your subscription. 
 
If you are not a member of our discussion, group, I encourage you to join. There are 4 lists at rootsweb: NUCKOLS-
NUCKOLLS– NUCKLES & KNUCKLES.  I am the moderator for all 4, so when I post a message it is sent to all 4 lists. If 
someone posts a message to the board, I try to intercept it and make sure the other 3 lists receive the contents also.   
To subscribe send an email with the word “subscribe” in the subject line to: 
Nuckolls-L-request@rootsweb.com  (or) Nuckols-L-request@rootsweb.com (or) Nuckles-L-request@rootsweb.com (or) 
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Contact from Mitch Reid 1011 Holden Avenue Newport, AR 72112 mhreid2007@yahoo.com May 2010: 

 
 
 
 
I received a copy of Family History of James L. Brown in 2004 at a Nuckolls family reunion in Cord, Arkansas. James Lafayette 
Brown was maried to Mary Elizabeth Nuckolls. From reviewing this last night after reading your email, I find the information was 
compiled on January 1 1931 by J. L. Brown and added to in 1972 by the J. L. Brown descendants. I feel pretty good about the 
veracity of the information since the compilation was done less than a year after Martha Crigler Nuckolls death on June 13 1930. 
Send me your address and I will mail the data to you. I would like to know more of the Nuckolls lineage. Do you have a tree on 
Ancestry? I am a descendant of David William Nuckolls daughter Sallie Nuckolls McFadden, my great grandmother 
 
I will search my records for a possible Nuckolls male for DNA testing. All I know on William and Maria are their parents names and 
that they were born and died in Virginia. The oral history is that William and Maria died while James W. Nuckolls was young and 
he was raised by his oldest sister. I do not know her name. Young James left Virginia as he felt his brother in law mistreated his 
sister. James Nickols is in the household 218/218 of William Marewether in the 1850 Census Black River Township, Independence 
County, Arkansas, Series M432, Roll 26, Page 327. I have not been working on this line lately but notice the reference that he has 
a brother who followed him to Arkansas and his descendants are still in Arkansas. At this time I do not have a name to give you, 
but I will work on that. Looking at the Nuckolls in Virginia, I am struck by the fact that Martha Crigler is a descendant of Jacob 
Crigler/Kreigler of the Germanna Colony in Virginia. He migrated to Virginia about 1718, I would have to look at my files. 
 
He and his brother (?) came to N E Arkansas years before the Civil War. He managed slaves on the Meriweather plantation 
 
Documents received 2010 from Mitch Reid, 1011 Holden Ave, Newport, AR 72112 with a note he received from Karen Craft, 
Batesville, AR 
"History of Our Browns in This Country" 1697-1972  
Compiled by members of the James Lafayette Brown family in the year 1972 
The Nuckolls Family 
Very little is known of the Nuckolls family. It is believed to have been pure English. A tradition that he was related to the Royal 
House of England. Mary and Elizabeth were favorite family names. 
James W Nuckolls was born in Virginia. His parents died while he was young and he was reared by his oldest sister, whose hus-
band was unkind to her. Young James left Virginia because he feared that otherwise he might someday kill his brother-in-law. He 
came to Arkansas and was foreman on the Meriweather plantation when he married Martha Crigler in 1852. They met at a quilting 
party, upon which occasion she refused to quilt with the other girls and he insisted on standing by her side and watching her work 
with the elderly women. Apparently it was love at first sight with him.-she always afterwards averred that she married him in order 
to get rid of him. He had to borrow a shirt for his wedding, and they began housekeeping in a plantation cabin furnished with only a 
bed, table and chairs of their own making. Twenty-five years later he was one of the wealthiest men of his community, possessing 
the most imposing home, many acres of rich creek bottom land, a cotton gin, and grist, flour and lumber mills. During the Civil War, 
James was suspected of hiding Confederate soldiers, and a group of Union soldiers were preparing to lych him when he be-
thought himself of and gave the Masonic signal of distress, whereupon one of the soldiers, who was also a mason, intervened and 
saved his life. They had nine children. James died of a fractured hip at the age of 83. 
 
James had a brother that came with him from Virginia to Arkansas. This brother has descendants now (1972) living in Tulsa, 
Stillwater, OK and Little Rock, AR.  
 
(Note from Nuckolls Society)  His brother David has never been located beyond the 1850 census, and 40 years of research (so 
far) have never  revealed any descendants of David.  
 
About his wife Martha Criger: 
Nicholas Crigler was the son of Abraham Crigler and his wife Lydia Carpenter. The family were "Pennsylvania Dutch" and their 
ancestors moved from Pennsylvania to Kentucky  probably at a very early date. About 1850 the family migrated to Independence 
County Arkansas and settled near the village of Charlotte. Practically all of the children were born in Kentucky. 
 
Martha Crigler married James Williams Nuckolls, an Englishman from Virginia, who was in charge of the Negro slaves on the Meri-
weather plantation, on Dota Creek, before the Civil War. Martha acted the part of doctor to a large area in Eastern Independence 
County. She lived to be 97 years old. 

JAMES WILLIAM NUCKOLLS 
Of Independence Co, Arkansas 

FE
A
TU

RE
 S

TO
RY

FE
A
TU

RE
 S

TO
RY

  



8  

 
Martha loved children and would sit up with them until nearly midnight telling them interesting things in her life. I shall never forget 
grandmother telling us (her grandchildren) about when they were moving from Kentucky to Arkansas, they camped several nights 
on the bank of a river. She said each night the big black bears that lived in the woods, would swim the river and catch hogs and 
that they could hear the hogs "squealing" all night long. (By Wm E Brown, son of J L Brown). Martha was a very energetic person 
and early became interested in caring for the sick. One of her experiences consisted of being present at a home where a hypnotist 
(whom she was afraid of, because he had long curly hair growing out of his ears), was called in to prescribe for an ill member of 
the family; he hypnotized another of the women present, who then laid her hand on the patient, described the condition of the 
affected organs, and gave direction for treatment. Martha learned many things from and old Indian "medicine man" named Corbett. 
He taught her how to make ointment from Indian weel and from copper sulphate, then called "Bluestone". During the month of May 
she would save enough butter to use as ointment throughout the year may butter  was thought to contain special medicinal  
 
qualities, which she prepared by heating until the water was evaporated and then stored in sealed containers. She served the 
community for miles around as a doctor, midwife, and nurse, and continued this activity until she was past the age of seventy. 
Some of her favorite remedies were whiskey and hot poultices for pneumonia, bluestone grease for croup and sore throat, sheep 
tea for measles, faz seed poultices for all bruises and sprains, and calomel for everything. She was active all of her life and died at 
the ripe old age of 97 of pneumonia, a disease that took away most old people, for they had no good cure for it at the time. 
 
 
The following page shows the first generation of this family.  You can see all generations at  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141/unknown/jamesw.htm 
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Now this brings us to the research efforts on this family. We will present the evidence, then try to fit him into a 
family line. It would be of a great benefit to have a DNA result from a male donor to see if  he is of the Scottish or 
African line. 
 
James was born in 1823 so should be a male child in 1830 and 1840.  Not knowing when  his parents died and her 
moved in with his sister makes it more difficult. Not knowing who his sister married makes it twice the level of 
difficulty. Does the Mereweather plantation in Arkansas connect with the Merriweather-Nuckolls connection in 
Virginia? Both the 1830 and 1840 census records have been checked for a William Nuckolls.  The follow-
ing are the candidates:    
 
 
 
1830 Virginia Census 
NUCKOLS WILLIAM Louisa County VA 025  010001-22001  
(Son of  Wm Nuckolls and Henrietta Terry died 1830-1840) 
He married Mariah Sharp and is was prime candidate. Could Mariah have been married before? A deviation of the 
name Maria is not common, yet both Mariah Sharp and Mariah Williams have same given name.  Neither William 
nor Mariah appear in the 1840 census.  Marriage in 1819 gives room for James to be born 1823 and his brother 
David was born 1830, probably after the 1830 census was taken in June. 
 
NUCKLES WILLIAM Tazewell County VA 209  3100001-001101  
Although this William is not known, 
The spelling is not correct and he married a Lucy Shanter in 1821. 
 
So now I return to William Nuckols of Louisa County. Aside from the spelling it fits.  
Susan Evilsizer Nuckols, dau of  Thomas and Nancy Nuckols married a William Anderson Nuckolls a son of Wil-
liam Nuckolls and Martha S...We show William A and Susan with one L suggesting he conformed to her spelling. 
The problem lies in his date of birth prior to his parents marriage meaning Mariah Sharp may not be his mother.. 
Married 1819, Wm Born 1814. Would he name two sons William? One William Anderson and another James Wil-
liam.  If by 2 wives, there remains a possibility.  
 
William Nuckols and Henrietta Terry had 3 daughters we have accounted for. 
Sarah born 1786 married Samuel Waldrop in 1817 would not appear in 1830 census 
Ann born 1792 not in 1830 census, no marriages of  Ann Nuckols in Louisa Co, suggest she died before 1830 
Keziah born 1802-1810 would be one of the 4 daughters in the 1830 census leaving 3 undocumented.  No Louisa 
marriages are unaccounted for leaving these females possible as a sister of James William. Many Goochland mar-
riages undocumented, like Elizabeth born 1821 md Samuel Attkinson 1845... 
 
Comments, suggestions, ideas????  Do we have a headache yet? 
 
James William Nuckolls named a daughter Rhoda… Can this be a clue? 
Who is Rhoda Nuckols in Louisa County 1830? 
*1830 NUCKOLS RHODA Pg 025 010001-22001 (Next door Charles) 2 farms from William 
* 1 male 30-40 b 1791-1800 
* 1 male 5-10 b 1821-1825  (Is this our James William Nuckolls?) 
*1 female 20-30 b 1801-1810 
* 2 females 5-10 b 1821-1825 
• 2 females <5 b 1826-1830  
 
This Rhoda unaccounted for and never appears again. 
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Thanks to Fredwyn for identifying the marriage in Knox Co, KY. Robert NUCKLES married Polly Payne 
7/16/1891. This was the son of Obediah, Bobby. After his first wife Margaret Henderson died in 1890, he married 
again. Second marriages are usually confirmed with census records, but because I was never able to locate him in 
1900, I was unaware of his new wife. He died in 1905. 
 
Trying to piece together the marriages of the children of Obediah’s son John and wife Jennie Bray has been quite a 
task. The problem arises with children’s names and ages differing from one census to another. Two sons named Wil-
liam pose additional problems.  We can assume only one was a blood son, but do not know who the elder really be-
longs to.  Because there was a marriage of a Mary Jane to Franklin Young,  and we know daughter Mary was mar-
ried to David Scarborough having lots of kids, I can be sure this is really the Telitha Jane in the census, and that she 
married her cousin Franklin Young, a son of Benjamin Franklin Young and Nancy Nuckles. The wedding was a the 
home of her mother Jennie assuring us she was of this family...no further record is located for the newlyweds. Son 
William HM is the one who most likely married Martha Hill 4/12/1887. He was a witness to his sister Louisa mar-
riage to Josiah Wren 12/9/1878.  No further record of this William either.  
 
FOUND NEW DATA 
Located a death record for Amy Griffith Knuckles wife of Moses Gaines Knuckles. Found when death certs became 
available in Missouri through 1960. Born 1/6/1873 Union Co, Cobdon, IL to Daniel Griffith and  
Maranda Farrell.  Died 3/6/1959 Stoddard Co, Bell Co, MO. Informant Mrs Ella Beie, Glen Allen, MO 
COD apoplexy, senility. Buried 3/5/1959 Hollis Cemetery, Acorn Ridge, MO 

First Genera on Chart 
Jam es	W illiam 	Nuckolls	

FOUND CONNECTIONS 
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RED= Unidentified 
COL= Colored 
NAME, SPOUSE, DATE, COUNTY 
 
 
 
 
CARR, Sallie  THOMAS, Lee 2/20/1919 Hamilton 
EDWARDS, Claude ALWOOD, Edna 6/7/1926 Franklin 
INGRAM, Eleanora (col) SWAIN, Melvin 12/29/1926 Clark 
JONES, Jacob STEETOR, GLennora 7/18/1899 Hamilton 
NUCKLES, Alex W SHAFFER, Edith M 12/17/1927 Miami 
NUCKOLS, Andrew K FRANK, Mary 8/3/1848 Ross 
NUCKOLS, Cassie (col) SMITH, Fred 3/2/1921 Hamilton 
NUCKOLS, Earnie (col) MORAGNE, David 3/26/1914 Hamilton 
NUCKOLS, Edith ROOF, Joseph Fred 10/13/1913 Hamilton 
NUCKLOS, Ella (col)SWAIN, Melvin (col) 12/29/1926 Clark 
NUCKLES, Elizabeth Green JOHNSON, William Ray 4/22/1929 Clark 
NUCKLES, Emily F MORRIS, William 11/19/1868 Gallia 
KNUCKLES, Floyd MAY, Julia Howard 12/24/1910 Mahoning 
NUCKLES, Frances Wilkinson EVANS, John 9/28/1865 Ross 
NUCKLES, George WSEE, Mary E4/29/1886Gallia 
KNUCKLE, Harvey REED, Erma 1/8/1917 Coshocton 
NUCLES, Hattie ISH, Frank 5/25/1917 Cuyahoga 
NUCKOLS, Jessie McMULLEN, Charles 1/4/1906 Hamilton 
NUCKLES, Joel TYLER, Catherine 5/12/1886 Gallia 
NUCLES, John E McCOLLISTER, Mahala 6/25/1864 Gallia 
KNUCKLE, John Earl (col) BROWN, Delpha Elizabeth 12/22/1915 Knox 
NUCKLES, John F CORDLE, Esther 2/18/1928 Madison 
KNUCKLES, Joseph TERRY, Frances 6/9/1850 Lawrence 
KNUCKLES, Leah JOHNSON, E G 12/23/1867 Gallia 
NUCKLES, Laura V REED, Harry 12/25/1907 Lawrence 
KNUCKLES, Lucinda SWEENEY, John L 3/19/1920 Butler 
KNUCKLES, Lulu (col) WHITLOW, James 6/19/1902 Hamilton 
KNUCKLES, Maggie ASBURY, Andrew J 5/12/1903 Gallia 
NUCKOLS, Martha H Adams, William M  6/21/1857 Hamilton (d/o unknown John & Julia) 
NUCKOLS, Mary CLOVER, Absalom 9/23/1856 Ross 
KNUCLES, Mary COLBY, Abner 7/26/1838 Hamilton 
NUCKLES, Mary Ann SCHWAUB, John 6/12/1856 Cuyahoga 
NUCKOLS, Mary L JONES, Charles H 3/25/1891 Ross 
NUCKOLS, Minnie Mrs DAVIS, Frank 7/22/1909 Hamilton 
KNUCKLES, Nancy BLOSE, Isaac 11/25/1878 Ross 
NUCKOLS, Nathan NAPPER, , Mary4/30/1862Ross 
NUCKLES, Nay (col) LYLES, Thelma 1/30/1923 Hamilton 
KNUCKLES, Ollie (col) ROSS, Clinton 12/31/1906 Hamilton 
KNUCKLES, Oney (col) HARRIS, Moses 12/24/1906 Hamilton 
NUCKOLS, Otto L CHAPMAN, Sylvia  M 3/29/1920 Hamilton 

OHIO MARRIAGES 

Most every unknown marriage has been researched in census rec-
ords, Ohio deaths, Ohio births, Ohio burials, etc and still have been 
unable to identify. I have shown the results of the research on the 
web page with a link to the research  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nuck141/marriage/ohio2.htm 
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NUCKLES, Lemuel WILKINSON, Mary 9/7/1843 Ross 
NUCKOLS, Robert A WILKINSON, Frances 4/28/1831 Ross 
KNUCKLES, Sarah THOMAS, Henry 1/27/1903 Gallia 
NUCKLES, Thelma WAUGH, Andrew  J 6/20/1928 Franklin 
NUCKOLS, Vance PENNOCK, Nettie 11/12/1904 Cuyahoga 
 
NUCKOLS, Walter Wm FAULKNER, Irene 12/2/1908Hamilton (line of unk John & Julia) 
KUNCKLE, William J HOVEY, Jennie 2/15/1898 Lucas 
NUCKOLS, William W McCONN, Mary E 6/21/1857 Hamilton (line of unk John & Julia) 
OTTINGER, Mary A MARTIN, Stephen A 11/3/1915 Knox 
ROBINSON, Lizzie MARTIN, Flunnel 5/13/1916 Franklin 
ROLLINS, David (col) PRICE, Louise 7/17/1926 Franklin 
RUSHMORE, Frank E BETZ, Fay G 6/8/1904 Hamilton 
SMITH, Frank A BEVERLEY, Mary Ellen 5/3/1913 Butler 

 
History of Columbus Motor Speedway 
 
Columbus Motor Speedway (CMS), organized in 1945 by the late John Nuckles and a group of motorcy-
cle enthusiasts, has become one of the top drawing sporting attractions in central Ohio during the past 50 
years. After pu rchasing a 50 acre tract of land on the southeast edge of Columbus in 1945, the group, led 
by Nuckles carved out a one-third mile "true" oval and held the first motorcycle race in the fall of 1946. 
 
In 1947 there were two motorcycle events and a roadster show held at the speedway. Motorcycles and 
occasionally roadsters raced at the speedway until 1950 when lights were installed and the first stock car 
event held. Races were run every Friday night featuring 1937 - 1949 coupes and sedans.  The track was 
paved in 1957 and the program progressed from the stocks to the super modifieds and eventually to the 
current super Late Models. 
 
In 1953 the track was incorporated with 11 members comprising the board of directors and John Nuckles 
serving as President. The elder Nuckles continued to run the speedway until his unexpected death in 
1965. The highest paying race of the year is now held in his memory, and the 1996 John Nuckles Memo-
rial will be presented July 27th. In the years surrounding Nuckles' death, all of the original members of the 
corporation left. In 1971 James Nuckles, the only son of John and Esther Nuckles, became the sole own-
er. The speedway has subsequently become a family operation with Jim's son Jerry acting as Vice Presi-
dent and his wife Barbara serving as concession manager. Jim's youngest son Jeff, is the promotional 
director while h is oldest son John is a consultant. Jim and Barbara's fourth son, Jamie, was also actively 
involved at the oval until his death in 1974. 
 
John (Samuel Thomas, John Eubanks, George Washington, Nathaniel, Samuel, Wm the Patriot) 
 
 
 
 
 

OHIO MARRIAGES 

JOHN F NUCKLES—COLUMBUS, OH 



 
 
 
F O U N D  A T  A N C E S T R Y — N U C K O L L S  N A M E 
 
 
 
 
The surname of NUCKOLLS was a bap smal name 'the son of CLAUSEN' a form of NICHOLAS, which was a name 
meaning 'people's victory'. The name was popular among Chris ans throughout Europe in the Middle Ages, large-
ly as a result of the fame of a 4th century Lycian bishop, about whom a large number of legends grew up, and 
who was venerated in the Orthodox Church as well as the Catholic. East European forms of this name are spelt 
with the ini al M, as Mikulas in Poland. The name was some mes borne by women in the Middle Ages. A er the 
Crusades in Europe, in the 11th 12th and 13th century people began, perhaps unconsciously, to feel the need of a 
family name, or at least a name in addi on to the simple one that had been possessed from birth. The nobles and 
upper classes, especially those who went on the Crusades, observed the pres ge and prac cal value of an added 
name, and were quick to take a surname. The name may also have denoted someone who farmed land belonging 
to a monastery, and who paid rent in the form of provisions for the monks. The name has numerous variant spell-
ings which include NICOLAS, NICKLESS, NICHOL, NICKOL, NICKEL, NICKLE, NICOLAU, NICCOLAI, NICHOLS and 
NICOLLIC, to name but a few. Notables of the name include NICHOLAS I (The Great) (circa. 820-867) pope from 
858 to 867. He asserted the supremacy of the church against secular rulers such as Lothair, king of Lorraine 
(whose divorce he forbade) and church leaders like the archbishop of Reims. His feast day is 13th November. 
NICHOLAS II, originally Gerard of Burgundy (circa. 980-1061), pope from 1058 to 1061. NICHOLAS V, originally 
Pietro Rainalducci (died. 1033) an pope from 1328 to 1330. O o NICOLAI (1810-49) the German composer, born 
in Konigsberg. In 1847 he became kapellmeister at Berlin, where his opera 'The Merry Wives of Windsor' was 
produced before he died. William NICOL (circa.1744-1797) was the Sco sh schoolmaster, a classics master in the 
High School of Edinburgh. He was a friend of Robert Burns, who immortalized him in the poem 'Wllie Brewed a 
Peck O'Maut'. The lion depicted in the arms is the noblest of all wild beasts which is made to be the emblem of 
strength and valour, and is on that account the most frequently borne in Coat-Armour.  
 
 

 
Kentucky Irish and American (Newspaper) Louisville Kentucky February 
14, 1903 
                    *(No census records for Martha or Hattie, remains unknown) 
Foiled 
Despicable Attempt to Jeopardize Morality of a Young Girl  
Heartless Mother Is Back by Women of the Liberty League 
Horrible Revelations in Court 
 

The Kentucky Irish American has from its first number in a family newspaper, and its editor has tried all ways to 
leave out of its columns even a semblance of the filth that is frequently found in the less circumspect daily jour-
nals. Occasionally desperate diseases require heroic remedies, and as a case in point attention is called to the at-
tempt of Mrs. Hattie Nuckols, who on last Tuesday attempted through habeas corpus proceedings to secure the 
release of her 16-year-old daughter, Martha Nuckols, from the Convent Of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. Over 
a year ago Martha Nuckols had been placed under the care of these good women, who are doing a noble work. 
Martha had in sound in a disreputable locality and in company with a man of bad character. She, on account of her 
apparent tender years, was arrested and brought into court. Judge Ruben Buckley, who is not a Catholic, was at 
that time Judge of the police court. He assessed a fine and workhouse sentence, in lieu of which the girl was turned 
over to the Children's Board Of Guardians, who committed her to the care Of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. 



She has been in that institution more than a year, and as she herself testified, has been well cared for and well treat-
ed. Her mother, it seems, at the earnest solicitation of others, undertook to secure her release. Every evidence 
pointed to the fact that the mother only desired her daughters release in order that the girl might enter upon a life of 
shame and that the mother might live through the profits of her daughters prostitution. . The mother was represent-
ed in court by W. T. Burch, the attorney for the Woman's Liberty League, and organization akin to the A. P. A. Mr. 
Burch recently, it will be remembered, God and bad with the Louisville Bar Association on account of questiona-
ble transactions and the practice of his profession. Alderman James J. Fitzgerald represented The Sisters.  
 
The case was up before Judge Asher G. Caruth of the criminal division of the Jefferson Circuit Court. The evi-
dence showed that Mrs. Nuckols was the mother of six children, three boys and three girls; that she had cause the 
boys to be committed to be Louisville Industrial School of Reform; that she had caused her husband to be sent to 
the penitentiary, where he now is on the charge of committing and unmentionable offense; and that her two elder 
girls were now living lives of shame. Mrs. Nuckols attempted to through that her daughter was 19 years of age and 
introduced in evidence a copy of the Bible, on one leaf of which was written the alleged date of the birth of her 
daughter Martha. She declined to state why the dates of the births of the other children were not put down. Mr. 
Fitzgerald took the book and upon opening it discovered that it was printed in 1899. This was a knockout blow. 
Mrs. Nuckols then stated that the writing had been done on Tuesday morning. She refused to say who's handwrit-
ing it was. During the hearing of the case Mrs. Nuckols and her attorney Burch were given the moral support of Dr. 
DT Smith and several women of the Liberty League. Judge Caruth promptly refused writ and returned the girl to 
the care of The Sisters. In passing on the case judge Caruth said: "in this case it was shown that the mother of Mar-
tha Nuckols had brought into the world six children, three boys and three girls. The boys, on her petition stating 
that she could not control them, were committed to the School of Reform and are now in that institution. Of the 
three girls to our office at two and inmates of houses of ill -- fame. The remaining child, Martha Nuckols, when of 
tender years, was sent by the mother repeatedly to the places where her other daughters were plying their occupa-
tion and the most disreputable quarters of the city to get money from her sisters for the support of the family -- the 
mother dies living on the prostitution of the otters. One midnight this child Martha was arrested in the "red -- light 
district," in company with a man under such circumstances as warranted her detention up on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. On the trial in the Police Court the extreme penalty of the law for this offense, viz, $20 fine and a bond of 
$1000 for 12 months, was fixed. But on the intervention of some charitable citizens, in lieu of this judgment the 
Court committed her to the custody of the Board Of Children's Guardians, as under the statute it had a right to do. 
The Board of Children's Guardians placed her under the care of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. She is now at St. 
Xavier’s on Bank Street, and well cared for. It is complained that, the mother being a Baptist and the institution in 
which her daughter is confined being conducted by a Sisterhood of the Roman Catholic Church, she should the 
returned to the mother. The mother has shown her self totally incapable of raising her children in moral courses. 
This is not a question of religion, but of humanity. This is the only institution in the city devoted to the care and 
reformation of fallen women, and which places around young girls it's protesting walls and prevents them from 
entering upon lives of shame. I' Accurate except the Names good people of every creed should encourage this great 
and charitable work. I would the guilty of a crime if I said this young girl away from the control and influence of 
these good Sisters and gave her to this unworthy mother. I will not do this. The response to this writ is held suffi-
cient and the writ is dismissed." Judge Caruth is to be commended for the stand he took in this case. He is not a 
Catholic, nor did he act through the influence of any Catholic  or set of Catholics. He acted the part of a humane 
man who desires to save a fellow creature from moral destruction. 
 
The Kentucky Irish American Louisville KY 2/21/1903 
Is She Ingrate? 
Mrs Hattie Nuckols, the woman who last week attempted to secure the release of her daughter, Martha Nuckols, 
from the Convent of the Good Shepherd, has been the recipient of charity from St Cecelia’s conference of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society for more than a year. 
Kentucky Irish and American Louisville Kentucky February 28, 1903 
 Judge Toney denied a writ of habeas corpus this week to the motley crew who are seeking to take from the care of 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd the Nuckols girl, who they would save from a life of shame. In delivering his 
opinion Judge Toney was even more severe than Judge Caruth, who refused the writ applied for about a week be-
fore. 



  SEEKING CONNECTIONS  OR IDENTIFICATION 
 
   INFAMOUS DALE CARNEGIE 
 

The Morning Herald, Lexington, Kentucky , Sept 13, 1903 
 
Carnegie’s Boy Chum Caught by Swindlers 
Among the Nebraska victims of Daniels & Co, the New York “bankers” raided a few days ago by the po-
lice is Samuel Nuckolls, of Kenesaw Nebraska, who for old friendship’s sake, is given a pension of $500 
a year by Andrew Carnegie. Nuckols’ parents brought him from Scotland when he was a little boy. On 
the same boat was Andrew Carnegie, at that time also a small boy. The two children became greatly 
attached to each other during the voyage and when the parents of each discovered they were bound for 
Pittsburgh, they also became friends. The boys kept up their friendship after Pittsburg was reached and 
during the early years when they both were forced to work hard, frequently divided salaries with each 
other when necessary. The Nuckolls’ decided to come west to seek their fortune, locating in Nebraska. 
He homesteaded a quarter section and for many years prospered. Carnegie remained in the East and in 
time reached his present position. But the two men continued their friendship and kept up a correspond-
ence. Ten years ago the drouths came and farmers in Western Nebraska met with such reverses that 
many lost their all. Among these was Mr Nuckolls, Shortly afterwards, in writing to Carnegie, Nuckolls 
told of his loss. Immediately the steel king arranged to pay his boyhood friend a pension of $500 per 
year during the balance of life. It is supposed that newspaper advertizements induced Mr Nuckolls to 
invest with Daniels & Co, Denver News. 

The Kansas City Star Sept 6 1903 
A Carnegie Pensioner Caught 
Andrew Carnegie's sole Nebraska pensioner, Samuel Nuckols of Kenesaw was caught in the collapse of 
Daniel & Company, the alleged  get-rich-quick concern, which was raided by the New York Police some 
days ago. Nuckols was induced to invest by advertising matter which he received. Carnegie and Nuck-
ols came to America on the same boat when boys, and have continued their friendship ever since. After 
living near each other in Pittsburgh for a number of years, Nuckols came to Nebraska and took up 
homestead. When in 1892 the crop failed in Nebraska and there was much suffering, Carnegie remem-
bered his old-time friend and settled a life pension of $500 a year on him. 
 

 
This Samuel Nuckols has never been located in a census record. 
 
The 1885 State Territorial Census for Nebraska (Kenesaw Twp) has no Samuel Nuckols 
 
There is not Samuel Nuckols in any census who was born in Scotland  
 
The passenger manifest of the ship that Andrew Carnegie came to America on from Scot-

land shows no person named Samuel or Nuckols.  
 
No Nuckols family other than Ezra & Heath Nuckolls family settled in Nebraska. 
 
No Nuckols were found in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania while the Carnegies lived there. A 
house-by-house search was done of the census for several neighborhoods.   
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