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Welcome to the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society 
 

The Nuckolls News is published quarterly by the Nuckolls Worldwide Kindred Society for the benefit of our members, 
and for all who have an interest in the surnames NUCKOLLS/NUCKOLS/NUCHOLS/NUCKLES/KNUCKLES/
NUCKOLES/, etc. The Society was formed in 1995 by Sandi Koscak, Adrian Hopkins and Edward Reynolds in an effort 
to reprint the book “First Virginia Nuckolls and Kindred” by Bertha Nuckolls including an index which was not in the 
publication. When the cost of reprinting was beyond a budget on a personal level, they decided to form a Society to raise 
the funds for reprinting the book.  We wanted to also include our direct lines to include in the new publication, and the 
project soon became so popular, that many people contacted me with their lines to also be included. The book which was 
originally 175 pages then became a major publication with over 1200 pages.  We have published the newsletter 4 times 
yearly since the Society was founded.  
 
Most of the NUCKOLLS families in North America come from either of two origins. One 
comes from a story from the granddaughter of Nathaniel Nuckolls. “For over three hun-
dred years, there have been Nuckols families in Scotland, so James could have very well 
been from there. Whatever his roots, James was a yeoman, a man who worked for years to 
earn the right to a piece of land. A small piece, by the standards of the James River plant-
ers, but land of his own, that may still be in the possession of his descendants, some three 
hundred years later. A letter coped Aug 31, 1957 by Bertha Nuckolls, written by Ann 
Elizabeth Nuckolls, daughter of Nathaniel Nuckolls, granddaughter of Thomas Nuckolls 
" ....his ancestors came from Dunfermline, Scotland, and settled in Virginia.""    
 
Another source appears here: History of Ohio, American Historical Society, Chicago, 
1925. Section V pg 302 "While analysis of the surname Nuckols seems to indicate a remote German origin, the American 
branch of the family traces its lineage to a sturdy Scotchman, who was a substantial shipbuilder in Scotland, where he 
maintained his home in the City of Glasgow. According to well established family tradition there were nine Nuckols 
brothers who came from Scotland to America, and their posterity is now scattered about in different states of the union. 
Investigation made by representatives of later generations of the family all seem to indicate a common ancestor, the Glas-
gow shipbuilder. " 
 
From the chronological history of Scotland we find that 1684 The first trans-Atlantic voyage made by a Clyde ship  (The 
“George”) when a vessel sailed from Greenock employed on a special mission to America with 22 persons transported to 
Carolina for attending conventiclers and 'being disaffected to Government'. In 1719 First Greenock based vessel (built at 
Crawfurdsdyke in 1719) crosses Atlantic. It was part of the Darien expedition, having been fitted out at Cartsdyke in 
1697. (This expedition was to Panama) 
 
Because our first records of Nuckolls are 1657 York County, 1689 in New Kent Co and 1702 in Hanover, the “Scottish 
Shipbuilder” would have had to come to America prior to 1657, prior to the time Scotland was able to produce sea-going 
vessels. See history of Greenock http://www.greenock-town.co.uk/history.html and history of Glasgow  
http://www.scotland.org/about/innovation-and-creativity/features/education/maritime.html 
 
 Which brings us to the second story handed down by family members that they were all from England…………… 
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From a self published book by Frances C Griffin, 1313 Butts Station Road, Chesapeake, VA 23320 entitled "Nuckles 
of Virginia" 
"It says by tradition in the Nuckles family that three brothers came from York England. They were merchants. Their 
names were John, James and William. They came to Jamestown Virginia. They, with the colonists came over and es-
tablished the first permanent English colony in America....." Further support of this story is found in THE NEW 
RIVER FRONTIER SETTLEMENT ON THE VIRGINIA-NORTH CAROLINA BORDER 1760-1820 by Paula 
Hathaway Anderson-Green* Published in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, V86: pgs. 413-431 ,1978. 
 
In Pioneer Settlers, (by Benjamin Floyd Nuckolls), Nuckolls states that according to family tradition three Nuckolls 
brothers from York, England, came to Jamestown, VA; their descendants spread out in Virginia. From the brother John 
came a line into Louisa Co., with a John who m. Mary Garland circa 1776. Then circa 1790 John and Mary's family 
moved from Louisa to New River on Meadow Creek, following a cousin Charles Nuckolls, who came in 1780. Eventu-
ally John and Mary returned to Louisa, but several sons remained in the Grayson area, as did descendants (some 
moved on to TN and KY)  
 
 
Perhaps there is more romance than truth. 
"John Nuckolls married Agatha Bullock in Virginia, perhaps in Dinwiddie County. The 
Nuckolls family came over from England and settled in Virginia. Their history runs back to 
1452, when the "War of the Roses" began. The house of York led one faction and the house 
of Lancaster the other. They were adherents to the house of York, the emblem of which was 
the white rose. One family that sided with York in that struggle was named Nuckolls. When 
the original Nuckolls emigrated to America he brought a bush of that rose with him. Each 
member of the family kept a bush of this famous rose. When John Nuckolls and his wife 
Agatha, came to South Carolina, they brought the rose with them and planted it at Whig 
Hill, near Grindall Shoals. From that plant, their descendants got cuttings or roots, and sev-
eral members of the family had the white rose until 1860, when sentiment was knocked out 
of the hearts of many of our people. If the Rose of York is now living, it is at the residence 
of John D Jeffries, who owns the W T Nuckolls homestead. "Aunt Nancy " Dawkins had the 
rose until the time of her death, about 1861 or 1862, and T D Littlejohn now owns the fa-
mous homestead." 
 
Source.... "Pioneer Settlers of Grayson Co, VA"  pg 93 and "History of Grindal Shoals" by J B Bailey 

 
 
 

The Nuckolls of England 

Nuckolls Coat of Arms 
The arms has very interesting meaning. The colors denote truth, justice, 
peace and virtuous qualities, wisdom and steadfastness. The gold chief 
of the shield denotes illustrious deeds, elevation of mind, domination, 
and authority. The three Cornish choughs* are the emblem of long life. 
It is the king of crows, a carnivorous bird. 
The silver pales symbolize military  strength and fortitude given to 
those who defend cities, or who had supported his government of their 
sovereigns by standing up rightly for prince or country. 
Engrailed signifies on land or earth 
In crest, the ear of golden west, we find symbolized that the bearer de-
serves well for his hospitality and it is also an allusion to plenty. 
*Cornish Chough:  is called "the king of crows."   "...may betoken the 
bearer thereof to be a man of stratagems to the disadvantage of his ene-
mies."  Might (also) betoken "watchful activity for friends." 


